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said treaty." Advised by Hamilton and sus-
tained by his whole Cabinet, Washington replied
on March 30, by declining to comply because
concurrence of the House was not necessary to give
validity to the treaty, and "because of the neces-
sity of maintaining the boundaries fixed by the
Constitution between the different departments."
The House retorted by a resolution declaring its
right to judge the merits of the case when appli-
cation was made for an appropriation to give effect
to a treaty. Debate on this issue, which is still
an open one in our constitutional system, began
on April 14 and continued for sixteen days. Madi-
son opposed the execution of the treaty, but the
principal speech was made by Giles, whose argu-
ment covers twenty-eight columns in the Annals.
As the struggle proceeded, the Jeffersonians
lost ground. It became evident that weighty ele-
ments of public opinion were veering around to the
support of the treaty as the best arrangement
attainable in the circumstances. The balance
of strength became so close that the scales were
probably turned by a speech of wonderful power
and eloquence delivered by Fisher Ames. A deci-
sion was reached on April 30, the test question
being on declaring the treaty "highly objection-